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Subject: Strengthening Europe’s Impact through Research & Innovation 

Honourable President von der Leyen, 

 

We write you as the Governing Board of UAS4EUROPE, a network representing more than 150 

Universities of Applied Sciences (UAS) in the European Research Area. Through practice-based and 

application-oriented research and innovation, UAS are at the core of transforming knowledge into 

European competitiveness. 

In the context of the ongoing discussions on the upcoming Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF), 

we would like to emphasize the importance of a strengthened EU framework to drive excellence, 

foster talent, and ensure Europe’s prosperity, as other European research and innovation 

organisations have called for1. Recent high-level reports by Enrico Letta, Mario Draghi and Manuel 

Heitor stress the need to support Pan-European collaborative research and innovation to boost our 

competitiveness. We commend your efforts to act swiftly to meet these objectives through the 

upcoming MFF! 

In order to achieve this goal, we appeal to you to prioritise the following: 

1) A standalone FP10 in the next MFF to complement the Competitiveness Fund: Building on its 

40+ years of success, the next Framework Programme for research & innovation should 

complement the future Competitiveness Fund. The FP has proven to be one of the biggest 

success stories of European integration. It is being trusted by researchers and entrepreneurs 

alike and therefore needs to continue to provide the go-to for researchers across the R&I 

continuum, from fundamental science through applied research to valorisation.  

 
2) A comprehensive coverage of the Research and Innovation spectrum: The next Framework 

Programme must include a strong collaborative research pillar that bridges the gap between 

fundamental research and market application. A well-balanced funding framework is needed 

that supports the transition from fundamental science to collaborative, applied innovation. In 

addition to a strong FP10, a Competitiveness Fund has the strong potential to provide an 

 
1 https://www.earto.eu/wp-content/uploads/Joint-statement-A-stronger-Europe-through-research-innovation-

Final.pdf 



  

 

 

 

 

 

entry-point for streamlined follow-up funding that supports the refinement of technologies as 

well as their manufacturing and deployment. 

 
3) A reinforced budget of at least €200 billion for Research & Innovation: A significant budget 

increase for all pillars of the framework programme over the next programming period will 

provide the resources necessary to enhance Europe’s competitiveness based on sound 
research and innovation. This goes hand in hand with the necessary private investments in the 

context of a Savings & Investment Union. 
 

We kindly ask you to take our priorities into consideration during the conceptualisation of the next 

MFF. We remain committed to cooperation and engagement with the European Commission and look 

forward to further dialogue with your services. 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Heidi Fagerholm     Dr. Harald Mikkelsen 
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